32                 THE CLEVELAND ERA

the Territory of Utah under the supervision of a
board of five persons appointed by the President.
Though there were many prosecutions under this
act, it proved so ineffectual in suppressing po-
lygamy that it was eventually supplemented by
giving the Government power to seize and admin-
ister the property of the Mormon Church. This
action, resulting from the Act of March 3, 1887,
created a momentous precedent. The escheated
property was held by the Government until 1896
and meanwhile the Mormon Church submitted to
the law and made a formal declaration that it had
abandoned polygamy.

Another instance in which a lack of agreement
between the executive and the legislative branches
of the Government manifested itself arose out of
a scheme which President Arthur recommended to
Congress for the improvement of the waterways of
the Mississippi and its tributaries. The response
of Congress was a bill in which there was an ap-
propriation of about $4,000,000 for the general im-
provements recommended, but about $14,000,000
were added for other special river and harbor
schemes which had obtained congressional fa-
vor. President Arthur's veto message of August
1, 1882, condemned the bill because it contained